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tomer, or to go and.buy a one sou loaf of bread, a cup, of sour
milk, and a few dry dates to keep soul and body together. I
made studies from his threshold, and witnessed a business
transaction provoked by a moaning old woman.

The bargain was a long struggle between poverty and
misery for three sous' worth of charcoal; the hag finally took
a franc from one corner of her handkerchief and anxiously
waited for the change, -which the merchant brought to light

OLD  FOUNTAIN, RUE  BAB-EL-OUED, ALGIERS.

from a gourd in which he fished until he found, among rusty
nails, dried orange-peel, and French soldiers' buttons, seven
sous green with verdigris; then, to make up the franc, he
needed ten sous, which he happened to have in silver. This
coin had been hidden in a small porcelain hair-pomade- pot,
and would not be induced to come forth without the aid of
an antiquated reed-pen. Now, this subject, badly fed, clothed
in dirt and rags, sleeping at nights (as well as during the
greater part of the day) in his den, paid rental, taxes, and the